
May 7-14 2021 The Mid-South Tribune Page 4 Sports

Email sports news and  
photos to MSTsports 

@prodigy.net

TROY, AL — Kimber Mfg. is 
donating nearly $43,000 to the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation (NSSF) in an effort to 
provide support to the organiza-
tion during one of its most trying 
times in recent history, including 
the cancellation of the 2021 
SHOT Show. 
 The donation will help NSSF 
continue carrying out the organ-
ization’s operations, which pro-
mote and protect the rights of 
gunowners across the country, as 
well as increase firearm-training 
availability, hunting and conser-
vation, general firearm safety, 
and other initiatives pertaining to 
the Second Amendment and the 
firearms industry. The NSSF also 
hosts SHOT Show, and has 
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to medical injuries, or interrupt a 
domestic dispute. The measure is 
also backed by the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums, the leading 
trade association in the industry. 
They support the bill because re-
sponsible zoos and organizations 
understand the horrors and 
dangers of big cats running loose 
as we saw a few weeks ago with 
a tiger in San Antonio, Texas. 
 Not only are the trade in big cats 
and practices costly unfunded 
mandates for rescues, and dan-
gerous potential hazards for hu-
mans, but these innocent 
creatures live miserable lives. 
The cubs are taken from their 
mothers at birth, deprived of the 
proper nutrition found only in 
mothers’ milk, denied sleep 
while being handled for hours on 
end, and physically punished for 

exhibiting their natural behav-
iors. 
 Some forms of animal exploita-
tion have lasted for centuries. But 
in the 21st, we can close out this 
era of exploiting animals for 
commercial cub petting and ego 
gratification. These collections 
were misplaced in both 17th cen-
tury France and our modern-day 
America. 
 U.S. Reps. Tim Burchett (R-
Knoxville),  Jim Cooper (D-
Nashville), Steve Cohen 
(D-Memphis), and Diana Harsh-
barger (R-Kingsport) have all re-
cently cosponsored H.R. 263 and 
we applaud them – but U.S. 
Reps. Scott DesJarlais (R-South 
Pittsburg), Chuck Fleischman 
(R-Chattanooga), Mark Green 
(R-Ashland City), David Kustoff 
(R-Germantown), John Rose (R-
Gallatin), and Sens. Marsha 
Blackburn and Bill Hagerty 
should also join in supporting the 
bill and helping usher the meas-
ure through Congress to keep 
Tennesseans safe from harm. 

*** 
 Marty Irby is the executive di-
rector of Animal Wellness Action 
in Washington, D.C., and a past 
president of the Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse Breeders’ & Exhib-
itors’ Association in Lewisburg 
who was recently honored by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, II 
for his work to end soring. You  
may contact him at marty@ani-
malwellnessaction.org . 

that time, the players are eligible 
for an international player prac-
tice squad exemption, granting 
the team an extra practice squad 
member that is ineligible to be 
activated during the 2021 season. 
 "The International Player Path-
way Program provides athletes 
with a viable route to the NFL 
and an opportunity to further de-
velop their skills," said Damani 
Leech, NFL Chief Operating Of-
ficer of International.  "We are 
excited to welcome the 2021 
class to the NFL and continue 
growing the game globally." 
 The NFC West was chosen to re-
ceive these players in a random 
draw. This becomes the fifth di-
vision to participate in the pro-
gram. 
 Donkor, Gutierrez, Pircher and 
Seikovits received additional 
training alongside NFL players 
and draft hopefuls in Florida at 
IMG Academy this winter.  
 Additionally, four players that 
participated in the program in 
2020 will rejoin their NFC East 
teams – Isaac Alarcon (Dallas 
Cowboys), David Bada (Wash-
ington Football Team), Matt Leo 
(Philadelphia Eagles) and Sandro 
Platzgummer (New York Giants). 
This is in addition to Christian 
Wade (Buffalo Bill) and Durval 
Nieto Queiroz (Miami Dolphins), 
who are set to enter their third 

year of the program with their 
AFC East teams. 
 The new players taking part in 
the 2021 International Player 
Pathway Program: 
 
AARON DONKOR, LB (Ger-
many) – Seattle Seahawks 
 A native of Germany, played 
with the German Football 
League's Dusseldorf Panthers in 
2016. In 2017, joined the New 
Mexico Military Institute. Saw 
action in 12 games over two sea-
sons and accumulated 32 tackles, 
12.5 sacks, 4.5 tackles for loss, 
two fumble recoveries and one 
forced fumbles. Transferred to 
Arkansas State for his remaining 
eligibility and posted 25 tackles 
during the 2019 season.  
 
ALFREDO GUTIERREZ, OL 
(Mexico) – San Francisco 49ers 

Grew up playing youth football 
in Mexico before moving to the 
U.S. Upon graduating high 
school, Gutierrez enrolled in jun-
ior college before returning home 
to Mexico and joining Tec de 
Monterrey on a full athletic 
scholarship. Graduated from Tec 
de Monterrey, where he won a 
National Championship in 2019. 
 
 
MAX PIRCHER, OL (Italy) – 
Los Angeles Rams 
 
After attending a Swarco Raiders 
football game in Austria, Pircher 
tried out for the very same team 
that introduced him to the game. 
He tested out positions such as 
tight end and defensive end be-
fore settling on offensive line. 
During the 2019 season, Pircher 
was named the starting right 
tackle for the Swarco Raiders 
and also played on the Italian Na-
tional Team (Blue Team).  
Pircher has since moved on to 
play for the Hildesheim Invaders 
in Germany, where he balances 
playing football and attending 
school. 
 
 BERNHARD SEIKOVITS, TE 
(Austria) – Arizona Cardinals 
Seikovits was first introduced to 
football when he started playing 
flag football at age 10. After his 

two-year introduction to the 
sport and its style of play, he 
transitioned to tackle football 
with the Vienna Vikings youth 
team at the age of 12. Seikovits 
was selected as a quarterback for 
the Austrian U19 national team 
when he was 16-years old. Dur-
ing his time in the program, he 
competed in two world cham-
pionships and won a European 
championship. Following dis-
cussions with his coaches, Sei-
kovits began transitioning to the 
wide receiver position. The posi-
tion change did not slow him 
down, as he was selected to the 
men's national team at the age of 
21, which he is now a captain of. 
 Sammis Reyes, who was also 
competing for a position in this 
year's International Player Path-
way Program, was signed by the 
Washington Football Team in 
April. 
  
SAMMIS REYES, TE (Chile) – 
Washington Football Team 
 
Played basketball while growing 
up in Chile. Reyes moved to the 
United States at age 13 to attend 
high school. Practiced as a tight 
end with his high school football 
team while also playing basket-
ball. Went on to play collegiate 
basketball for the Tulane Green 
Wave.  

"The International Player 
Pathway Program provides 
athletes with a viable route to 
the NFL and an opportunity 
to further develop their 
skills," said Damani Leech, 
NFL Chief Operating Officer 
of International.  "We are ex-
cited to welcome the 2021 
class to the NFL and continue 
growing the game globally." 

 Not only are the trade in 
big cats and practices 
costly unfunded mandates 
for rescues, and dangerous 
potential hazards for hu-
mans, but these innocent 
creatures live miserable 
lives. The cubs are taken 
from their mothers at birth, 
deprived of the proper nu-
trition found only in moth-
ers’ milk, denied sleep 
while being handled for 
hours on end, and physi-
cally punished for exhibit-
ing their natural behaviors. 

Kimber Mfg. announces donation to  National 
Shooting Sports Foundation in trying times 

scoring outings, eight games with 
10-plus rebounds and four dou-
ble-doubles. 
 Frierson, who hails from Long 
Beach, Calif., is averaging 6.2 
points, 6.7 rebounds and nearly 
one block per game in her colle-
giate career. She is shooting 55.3 
percent from the floor (311-562) 
and is 243 points from 1,000 for 
her career. 
 “Tyler was an integral part in our 
success at Wright State,” Merri-
weather said. “She brings a win-
ning mentality, and she has 
complete understanding of the ‘5-
spot’ offensively and defensively. 
She is a great culture player, as 
she knows what it takes to be suc-
cessful, and possesses strong 
leadership ability. She will bring 
added height and rebounding and 
most importantly, experience. 
 “She was a part of my first re-
cruiting class as a head coach, 
and I am excited to have her here 
during my first year in Mem-
phis.” 
 
 Emani Jefferson 
 
Jefferson was the only true fresh-
man to see action in all 27 games 
for Wright State in 2020-21, and 

she finished second on the team 
in scoring at 8.3 points per game. 
She averaged 22.8 minutes per 
game and also added 4.6 re-
bounds, 1.5 assists and 1.3 steals 
per contest, and she shot 45.8 
percent from the field (71-155). 
Jefferson was a member of the 
Horizon League All-Freshman 
Team and was a two-time Hori-
zon League Freshman of the 
Week. 
 Before arriving at Wright State 
last season, Jefferson was a 
three-time Charlotte Sun Player 
of the Year at North Port High 
School in North Port, Fla. She is 
the school’s all-time leading 
scorer. 
 “Emani is a true competitor,” 
Merriweather said. “She brings 
tenacious defense, toughness and 
depth to our point guard posi-
tion. She is extremely athletic 
and explosive. She does a great 
job of getting to the rim and cre-
ating easy plays for her team-
mates. 
 “Emani is very talented and will 
make an immediate impact on 
our team and in the league. I am 
happy to have her bring her 
championship experience to 
Memphis.” 

Tigers ink Frierson and 
Jefferson for 2021-22 
from sports page 1

13,000 members, including 
Kimber Mfg., making it one of 
the most significant organiza-
tions in the firearms industry. 
 “As the firearms trade associa-
tion, the NSSF is crucial to both 
the firearms and outdoor-recrea-
tion industries. Kimber is a proud 
member of the NSSF, and as 
such, we are delighted to provide 
our support,” said Leslie Edel-
man, CEO and owner of Kimber. 
“Without the organization’s con-
tinued commitment to our indus-

try, we very likely wouldn’t have 
the freedoms that we have today 
as Americans. And based on re-
cent events, the NSSF’s efforts 
are needed now more than ever.” 
 “NSSF is very thankful to have 
the support of industry leaders 
like Kimber,” said Joe Bartozzi, 
NSSF’s President and CEO. “Our 
industry is facing extraordinary 
challenges this year, and this gen-
erous donation from Kimber will 
greatly help in carrying out 
NSSF’s critical work on behalf of 
our industry.” 
 Kimber Mfg., Inc. is an Ameri-
can company that designs and 
manufactures premium firearms 
for individual, sporting, law en-
forcement and military markets. 
For more visit  on www.kimber-
america.com or by phone from 
Kimber in-house staff at +1 (888) 
243-4522. Kimber can also be 
found on Facebook, Twitter, You-
Tube and Instagram. 

Josh Froelich finishes first at Texas 3-Gun 
Championship ... from sports page 3 

“This was my 3rd win in a row 
in Texas and one of the more 
challenging matches in the 
country, so a win here lets me 
know things are tracking in 
the right direction at the be-
ginning of the shooting sea-
son,” stated Froelich. 

country to win this prestigious 
event. 
 
“This was my 3rd win in a row 
in Texas and one of the more 
challenging matches in the coun-
try, so a win here lets me know 
things are tracking in the right 
direction at the beginning of the 
shooting season,” stated Froe-
lich. The world class shooter will 
now focus his training regimen 

on the USPSA 2Gun PCC/Pistol 
Nationals in June.  
 
The event is scheduled for CMP 
Talladega Marksmanship Park in 
Talladega, Alabama June 5-6, 
2021. 

Federal ammunition can be 
found at dealers nationwide or 
purchased online direct.  
 
 For more on Federal ammu-
nition, visit www.federalpre-
mium.com. 

From the Shooting 
Wire.com 

 
Colorado Springs, Colorado-
USA Shooting shotgun athletes 
prepare for their first inter-
national competition of 2021 be-
fore shooting on the Olympic 
Stage later this summer in Tokyo. 
ISSF World Cup Lonato will take 
place in Lonato, Italy from May 
7-May 17, 2021, and immedi-
ately following the World Cup, 
the Beretta Green Cup (Italian 
Open) will take place from May 
12-23, 2021, in Todi, Italy. Both 
the World Cup and Beretta Green 
Cup competition will provide the 
opportunity for an international 

“As the firearms trade asso-
ciation, the NSSF is crucial to 
both the firearms and out-
door-recreation industries. 
Kimber is a proud member of 
the NSSF, and as such, we are 
delighted to provide our sup-
port,” said Leslie Edelman, 
CEO and owner of Kimber. 

Shotgun Olympians prepare for first international 
matches before Olympic Games set in Tokyo 

match before the Tokyo Olym-
pic Games beginning July 24, 
2021. For most of these athletes, 
World Cup Lonato is their first 
international match in over a 
year due to travel restrictions 
and the global impact of 
COVID-19. 
All eight USA Shooting Shotgun 
Olympians- Derrick Mein, Brian 
Burrows, Kayle Browning, 
Maddy Bernau, Vincent Han-
cock, Phillip Jungman, Amber 
English and Austen Smith will 
attend ISSF World Cup Lonato, 
as well as additional National 
Team Members- Ashley Carroll, 
Caitlin Connor, Glenn Eller, 
Will Hinton, Seth Inman, Nic 

Moschetti, Kim Rhode, Hayden 
Stewart, Frank Thompson, Ra-
chel Tozier, Sam Simonton and 
Julia Stallings. 
All are welcome at the Beretta 
Green Cup, allowing several 
other US Athletes to join the 
Team in Todi. 
All scores for ISSF World Cup 
Lonato World Cup will be posted 
on the ISSF website 
(https://www.issf-sports.org/com-
petitions/venue/results.ashx?cshi-
pid=2991), and all World Cup 
finals will stream live also on the 
ISSF website (https://www.issf-
sports.org/competitions/venue/sc
hedule.ashx?cshipid=2991). 
ISSF World Cup Lonato schedule 

(all times are Lonato time GMT 
+2:00) (Lonato, Italy is six hours 
ahead of Eastern Standard Time): 
•May 10- Final Skeet Women 
(watch live at 15:50), Final Skeet 
Men (watch live at 17:05) 
•May 11- Final Skeet Team 
Women (watch live at 15:50), 
Final Skeet Team Men (watch 
live at 16:50) 
•May 12- Final Skeet Mixed 
Team (watch live at 16:50) 
•May 14- Final Trap Women 
(watch live at 15:50), Final Trap 
Men (watch live at 17:05) 
•May 15- Final Trap Team 
Women (watch live at 15:50), 
Final Trap Team Men (watch live 
at 16:50) 
•May 16- Final Trap Mixed Team 
(watch live at 16:50) 
ISSF World Cup Lonato, USAS 
Teams Include: 
•Mixed Team Trap Teams: 
Mein/Browning and 
Burrows/Bernau 
•Mixed Team Skeet Teams: Han-
cock/English and Smith/Jung-
man 
•Men’s Skeet Team: 
Hancock/Jungman/Stewart 
•Women’s Skeet Team: 
English/Smith/Simonton 
•Men’s Trap Team: Mein/Bur-
rows/Inman 
•Women’s Trap Team: Brown-
ing/Bernau/Tozier 
Beretta Green Cup/Italian Open 
program schedule 
(http://www.umbriaverdeshoot-
ingrange.com/wp-content/up-
loads/PROGRAM-ITALIAN-OP
EN-2021.pdf): 
•May 15- Skeet (Individual and 
Team) 75 Target Qualification 
•May 16- Skeet (Individual and 
Team) 50 Target Qualification + 
Finals 
•May 17- Skeet (Mixed Team) 75 
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